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CDAST GUARD AND. NAVIGATION

Dear Clem:

Thank you for your thoughtful feply to my letter regarding the rights
of the Foreign Affairs Committee under the provisions of the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act of 1981. '

Your response was very helpful, but I would nevertheless like to
request further clarification on certain points. I think the best
way ta do this is for me to comment in sequence on the replies which
you made to my letter of October 12. Before doing so, however, I
want to make it cléar that my purpose in initiating this correspon-

. dencer was to understand more clearly the rights of the Members of

* our Committee, and not, in any way, to criticize the work of the
Select Committee on Intelligence.

I. ~Iniyour reply to my first question, you do not state specifically
whether you agree with Senator Huddleston's view that a major covert
operation having significant foreign policy impact is a matter which
would "require the attention" of the Foreign Affairs Committee. You
refer, instead, to the statement you made during debate on the Con-
ference Report, suggesting that passage of the bill did not "consti-
tute a. relinquishment of the jurisdiction of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs over intelligence activities relating to foreign policy."

It seems to me that the language in the law has little meaning

.  unless Senator Huddleston's interpretation is correct. Surely, Con-

' gresshad something in mind when it imposed upon the Intelligence
Committee a responsibility to notify other Committees, including our .

* Committee, of matters requiring their attention. Senator Huddleston's
view is, in any case, fully consistent with your statement regarding
the continued jurisdiction of the Foreign Affairs Committee over in-
telligence activities relating to foreign policy.

‘2. T did not mean, in my letter, to equate the process of "bringing

a matter to the attention" of the Foreign Affairs Committee with the
process of actually making intelligence information available to other
Members or Committees. I do not believe that the law automatically
requires the sharing of information beyond that which is necessary to
provide meaningful notification. The difficulty with the present prac-
tice is the Members of the Foreign Affairs Committee are not notified
of the simple existence of information concerning covert operations of
importance to foreign policy. Members are unlikely to request infor-
mation from the Intelligence Committee, in.accordance with the
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onixation-sharing procedures of that Comittee, if they do not know,
1 at| least a general way, that the information exists.
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decisionsi’ The question, therefore, is what matters "require the
.attention" of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. I wouldsargue that
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3. The answer to this question indicates either that no covert opera-
tions|of foreign policy importance have been initiated during the
past two years, or that the law is not being implemented in .a manner
consistent with Senator Huddleston's explicit -- and your implicit =--
interpretation of what the law requires. T consider it of great
importance that two Members of the Committee on Foreign Affairs also
serve{on the Committee on Intelligence. But I also believe that:
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As you stated in debate on the Conference Report:

THEEEommﬂffééﬁén&ﬁ@%@ﬁgm%ﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁﬁs,believes that
strong congressional oversight over intelligence
activities is a vital legislative responsibility.
As chairman of the committee, I recognize that
strong oversight over intelligence activities
derives in part from its awareneS$s that its
responsibilities for overseeinNgmumsSEmoteiign

- poldicy.scovers the totality of U.S. relation-
ships abroad -- which must include intelligence
along with political, military, economic, and
other activities. . o
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. .closing statement, you say that the Intelligence Committee
made every effort to insure that the intent, spirit, and letter
loffthe®Intelligence Authorization Act has been adhered to by the
Administration. I agree. However, thesguestions..I- isi

) acpn g adherence “to~the-letter -andetother sintent of
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Pongress, itself’

It is true that-my curiosity EB“"O“T’J;%‘ ‘the law was triggered by the
publf.i. ity involving Nicaragua: and"Hi onduras. * But the duestions I
am- seekmg £p address are-procedurad..not. policy=oriented.« The,y
are‘ﬁmpema-nw, - pelieve, -for~reasons-of precedent; not-because
of- any “impactthey might - have on*ra-wparticular. case.

In closmg, I want’ to make it clear what:urights..the Foreign Affairs
Committee seems;. in my vreww*teﬂha:véwﬁﬁder %thew JLaw. Our«stemg-a;—‘tge
is not entitled.per se..t . Lrirc @i fusc That
to the Comm.ttee on Intellz.gence.
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A I suppose, s:.mg‘l,ymbyﬁ
transmttmgo nmessagewzoweur *ﬁCemmm:tJeex dnddscating. that: am-mattexr
has ?arisen which requires.our- .attention: -Any-Member, -or group of
Membezrs, _.a.shmg, to respond- €6 the™notificatiion“would be obliged
to- do so-in._accordanceswith thewnormad ‘pfecedures» aestabilished by
the krntell:l.gence Committee: for sharing ‘nformation.

i rocess wlu.ch T believe.  is reguired by the Yaw is a notifi don
z0cess; '-ﬂ«ﬂautemata.cmschememferwsha&mmdetan.led in=-
en_i:atigr;.— & LM it.ds.importantyrbecause~I»do-not believe. -that
ders: of ‘the ‘Committee: .on.: Fere:.gnwAf@aa.ssws*heul*’dee‘ dependent on
press:reports for-informatien—~causing "them to- -consider whether or
not!to askthe Intelligence Cemttee -for a wbr:.efm.ng on a.matter of
concern.. ,

I a;l:olog:.ze for the length of this letter, and for its detail. I
would be pleased, if you w:.sh, to discuss this matter with you in=-
formally or to bring it up in a more formal way at the Committee
organiz:.ng Caucus early next year. 4 ,

AN
Thank. you once again for your cooperation a.nd assistance.

|
WJ.t.?; kind regards.

Gerry E. tudde

The‘ Honorable Clement J. Zablocki
Chalrman

Conmu.ttee on Foreign Affa:.rs

2172 Rayburn House Office Building
Wasp:.ngton, D.C. 20515
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